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Standards-Based Instruction

The school district shall implement a coherent icutam for all pupils, including English
language learners (ELLS), gifted and talented gujaihd pupils with disabilities, that is content-
rich and aligned to the Core Curriculum Contenn8g&ads (CCCS). The curriculum shall guide
instruction to ensure every pupil masters the CCCS.

Instruction shall be designed to engage all pugid modified based on pupil performance. The
curriculum shall include: interdisciplinary conniects throughout; integration of 21st century
skills; a pacing guide; a list of instructional ma&ls including various levels of text at each
grade; benchmark assessments; and modificatiorspémial education pupils, English language
learners in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:15, antedipupils.

The school district shall collect and analyze pugmhievement data by subgroups (such as
economically disadvantaged, race and ethnicity,ilpupwith disabilities, English language
learners) and make educational decisions basedatndata.

The school district shall:

1. Transmit required pupil, faculty, school, andaa district data to New Jersey Standards
Measurement and Resources for Teaching (NJ SMAR®, New Jersey Department of
Education's data warehouse, on a schedule and forna specified by the Department of
Education;

2. Use NJ SMART and its data query resources tk fpaipil progress year-to-year and school-
to-school and to identify continuously enrolled psipy school and school district

3. Ensure teachers, school administrators, andatesffice supervisors receive training in NJ
SMART and its data query resources;

4. Analyze assessments of pupil progress in relabocurricular benchmarks and the results of
State and non-State year-end tests reported by@uisy(such as economically disadvantaged,
race and ethnicity, pupils with disabilities, anaglish language learners).

The school district central office staff shall paep data on comparative performance for all
schools in the district and make them availabléhto schools. This analysis shall include the
following comparisons using State assessment data:

1. Each grade level across all schools within ik&idt;



2. Schools within the district;
3. Comparable districts by district factor grougsd
4. Data with State averages.

The school district shall ensure a free approppatglic education is available to all pupils with
disabilities according to the Individuals with Diglgties Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. 88
1400 et seq., and N.J.A.C. 6A:14.

The school district shall provide English langussggners with instructional services pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:15 and provide gifted and talented fmpiith appropriate instructional services
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1.

The school district shall provide library-mediasees that are connected to classroom studies in
each school building, including access to computeisrict-approved instructional software,
appropriate books including novels, anthologies athér reference materials, and supplemental
materials that motivate pupils to read in and dusahool and to conduct research. The school
district will provide these library-media servicasder the direction of a certified school library
media specialist.

Secondary Education Initiatives

The school district shall develop a plan in 20082@or implementing the secondary education
initiatives specified in N.J.A.C. 6A:13-2.2(c) thugh (e) by the 2009-2010 school year, except
that secondary school districts previously subjertN.J.A.C. 6A:10 and 6A:10A shall
immediately comply with the secondary educatiotiatives specified in N.J.A.C. 6A:13-2.2(c)
through (e).

The school districts shall:

1. Have a school-level planning team to guide tegetbpment and implementation of the
secondary education reforms described in N.JA&1®%2.2. A representative group of
teachers and administrators shall determine teambeship and operating procedures.

2. Provide instructional services, professionalad@yment, and other support to assist secondary
schools with the implementation of the secondamycation initiatives specified in N.J.A.C.
6A:13-2.2.

3. Create personalized learning environments thengthen relationships among pupils,
teachers, staff members, families and the largemnaonity for pupils in grades six through
twelve. These personalized learning environmerstg imclude:

a. Small learning communities in free-standenglities or within larger facilities;



b. Ninth grade academies where freshman pueitgin together and are provided with a
supportive environment to enhance their successtnsition to high school;

c. Pupil support systems where pupils aregassi an adult mentor or team of adults who
know(s) them and can support pupil efforts in adnig goals and solving problems;

d. Academies with a career focus;

e. Multi-grade academies where pupils at varigrade levels may remain with a core group
of teachers for multiple years in an academy-tygen&t which may be organized around a
particular theme and involve interdisciplinary teagy or

f. Other practices for personalizing learnémyironments that strengthen relationships among
pupils, teachers, staff members, families, andatger community.

The school district shall implement academic couws& aligned to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1 that
prepares all pupils for success in postsecondancatwn and/or careers after graduation,
including the development of academic skills ing@o success in rigorous high school courses.

Beginning in 2008-2009, all pupils entering gradieenshall complete by the end of their high
school education, at a minimum, coursework in lagguarts literacy, mathematics, and science.
These shall include college level preparatory Eglj 11, 11l and 1V, Algebra I, Lab Biology or
the equivalent content taught in an integratedaseer-based format, and other coursework as
specified in N.J.A.C. 6A:8.

All required courses shall:

1. Be developed, reviewed, evaluated, and revigea Iroad cross-section of teachers, content
supervisors, and Principals;

2. Satisfy the Core Curriculum Content Standards$iadicators in each content area according
to the graduation requirements in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-arid

3. Be aligned to the district curriculum which idiées the purpose of instruction, including the
essential content to be mastered in each courseimigrim benchmarks and assessments and
final assessments.

Secondary school districts that administer the lghool State assessment and in which ten
percent or more of their pupils satisfy high schg@duation requirements through the Special
Review Assessment (SRA) shall submit to the Depamtrof Education by November 15 of the
subsequent school year an analysis of all pupile gtaduated by means of the SRA in the
previous school year. The analysis shall include:

1. The names of high school courses and gradegwachifor SRA pupils in language arts
literacy, mathematics, and science;



2. The attendance records for SRA pupils for eaar gf high school;

3. Review of the High School Proficiency Assessnm&t8PA) and corresponding Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)/New Jersey Assessaieditills and Knowledge 8 (NJ ASKS8)
scores attained by pupils;

4. Review of whether SRA pupils were taught by appately certified staff in English,
mathematics, and science in grades nine throughenend

5. Development of a plan for increasing the praparof pupils graduating by means of the
State high school assessment based on data.

Where applicable, secondary school districts skallaborate with sending and receiving
districts to implement the secondary educationatmntes outlined in N.J.A.C. 6A:13-2.2.

The Commissioner shall appoint and consult witladvisory committee composed of educators
with experience and knowledge in secondary edutatm guide the implementation of
secondary education reform.

N.J.A.C. 6A:13-2.1; 6A:13-2.2
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